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Mission Statement 
 

CF SPARTANS:  
Continually Focused on Student Preparation And Readiness To Achieve Next Steps 

 
Vision Statement 

 
We envision all students, parents and community 

members will be instilled with the value of education, 
preparing the students for the 21st century and nurturing 
lifelong learners. We believe in student-centered learning 

in a safe and supportive environment that cultivates 
independent thinking, and resourcefulness in a global 

society 
 
For information regarding: civil rights, grievance procedures, activities and facilities that 
are accessible to and usable by handicapped persons, contact Dr. Michelle D. Hall, 
Superintendent, at 151 East Cherry Street, McConnellsburg, PA 17233 (717) 485-3183. 
 

Equal Opportunity School District 
 
The Central Fulton School District is an equal opportunity education institution and will not 
discriminate on the bases of race, color, national origin, sex and handicap in its activities, 
programs or employment practices as required by Title VI, Title IX and Section 504. 
 

Introduction 
 

It is our hope that the contents of this handbook will aid parents and students in selecting 
appropriate courses of study. Your decision as to what courses or electives you choose will be 
based upon what is best for you according to the plans for your future career and your interests, 
abilities, and past scholastic accomplishments.  It is best to plan not only for the year ahead, but 
also for all the years between now and your graduation.  Think ahead!   Careful planning is the 
basic prerequisite of any successful undertaking. 
The electives offered in all courses are subject to the availability of scheduling periods. 
If a course you want to take does not have enough student interest, it may be cancelled. 
 
Please note that the section on Course Offerings is arranged by academic disciplines. Within 
each discipline, courses are listed in order of progression from introductory to advanced levels, 
covering the four years of a student’s secondary program, grades 9-12.  Please make sure to look 
through this curriculum guide to read the course prerequisites for each class before you make 
your selections.  If you do not meet the class requirements, you may not be able to take the class. 
Students and parents are urged to contact the high school principal or school counselor whenever 
they have questions relative to information contained in the booklet.  
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Scheduling Note: Students who plan to play sports in college should stick to courses that are 
college prep, AP, or dual enrollment college courses. Other courses may count as electives but 
may not meet NCAA requirements. Students without enough college prep courses may be 
ineligible to play at the college level. For more information visit https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/ 
 
The Guidance Department makes every effort to see that programming is correct. 
HOWEVER, IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH STUDENT TO SEE THAT THE 
QUALITY OF THEIR WORK IS ACCEPTABLE AND THAT THEIR CREDITS 
TOTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION. 
 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
Cory Gress, President Jason Sharpe, Vice President  
Randy Crouse Jeff Deshong  
Julia Dovey Christopher Hann  
Rick Marshall Jeff Shearer  
Gregory Strait   

 
The Central Fulton Board of Education meets the second Tuesday of every month 
at 7:30 P.M. during E.S.T. 
 

 
ADMINISTRATORS 

 
Dr. Michelle D. Hall, Superintendent 

Central Fulton School District 
151 East Cherry Street 

McConnellsburg, PA 17233 
Phone:  485-3183 

 
Mrs. Christina Ramsey, Middle/High School Principal 

 
Mrs. Jessica Curfman, Middle/High School Assistant Principal 

 
Dr. Janet Foor, Director of Student Services 

 
Mr. Jason Carbaugh, Director of Technology  
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McConnellsburg High School Faculty 
 
Barber, Anjuli Family Consumer Science &  

Early Childhood Education  
 
Beckner, Stephanie Gifted 
 
Carbaugh, Kate English 
 
Corl, Jacob Science 
 
Dickerson, Bradley G. Art 
 
Dunkle, Joni Mathematics 
 
Eichelberger, Michelle Science/Math 
 
Garland, Dave Physical Education 
 
Gordon, Donnie L. Mathematics 
 
Kline, Amy Agriculture 
 
Mason, Zach Social Studies/Spartan Virtual Academy Coordinator 
 
Mathews, Thomas T. Jr. Spanish 
 
McCracken, Tim Special Education 
 
McKelvy, Josh Social Studies 
 
McMullen, Shelly High School Counselor 
 
Miller, Mac Social Studies 
 
Moore, Karin English 
 
Perry, Sheri L. Office Technology, English 
 
Quinby, Edith Mathematics 
 
Stoner, Adrienne Health & Physical Education 
 
Strait, Heather Special Education 
 
Strine, Greg E. Music, Band & Chorus Director 
 
Tweedy, Dayton Special Education 
 
Varner, Colleen English 
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Agricultural Education Department 
 
Agriculture 9                   Grade 9                            1 Credit 

Students will explore the various areas of agriculture production including plant science, 
animal agriculture, and wildlife and natural resource conservation.  They will learn to work 
safely in the agriculture lab and work sites, demonstrate selected competencies in leadership 
through the FFA and agricultural industry organizations, and develop plans for a supervised 
agricultural experience program. 
 
Agriculture Production: FCAVTS   Grades 10–12         2 or 3 Credits 

This course is offered as part of the Fulton County Area Vocational Technical School. 
The goal of the Agricultural Production curriculum is to meet the needs of students who have an 
interest in agriculture as a career. This course will offer the student a diversified background in 
agriculture production through classroom instruction, FFA and student Supervised Agricultural 
Experiences (SAE).  It will provide the student an opportunity to develop marketable skills and 
prepare them to enter the job market or to continue to a higher level of education.  Students must 
register for a minimum of 2 credits. 
 
Agriculture Science Electives: Grades 10-12            1 credit 

Students will explore in more depth the various aspects of agriculture including 
biotechnology, veterinary science, natural resource management and horticulture.  Students will 
become familiar with current issues in the field and learn competencies that will be useful in 
future careers. 
 

Agriculture Business: Students will learn how agribusinesses are run, by setting one 
up as a class and running it.  Students will learn how to write and present a business plan, market 
products, keep income and expense statements, obtain financing, following laws, and more. 
Students interested in starting their own business or managing a business will be able to transfer 
skills obtained in this course, immediately. 

 
Horticulture: Students will learn to identify various types of plants used in the 

horticulture industry and environmental factors that affect their growth.  They will become 
competent in skills needed to grow and manage horticultural crops including hydroponic 
vegetable production, perennials, seasonal specialty flowers and spring bedding plants and learn 
the basics of landscape design.   

 
Wildlife and Natural Resources: Students will learn to identify the native species 

of mammals, aquatic life, trees, plants, and insects in Pennsylvania.  They will learn to properly 
manage species habitats and populations.  Students will have many hands-on opportunities to 
work with live and preserved species and in the environment.  Students will learn about the 
careers and recreational opportunities available to enthusiasts in the natural resources. 
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Veterinary Science: Students will explore various aspects of veterinary science 
including  animal anatomy, physiology, nutrition, parasitology and animal health as well as 
veterinary clinic customer service.  This course will be a useful introduction to the biological 
sciences for students interested in a career in veterinary medicine, animal agriculture, or a 
biological career. 
 

Art Department 
 

Studio Art                           Grades 9-12                        1 Credit 
Studio Art is designed to introduce students in grades 9-12 to areas of art that were not 

discussed in sixth and seventh grade art. Students will be working in the following areas: 
drawing, painting, sculpture (mostly clay), fiber, etc. Students will also be required to identify, 
associate and differentiate artists, art styles, and artistic movements from an array of cultures and 
eras. A student in grade eleven or twelve with a strong artistic background, with a desire to 
concentrate in one area (for example: pottery, painting, cartooning, figure drawing, fibers, 
drawing, etc.), and with the art instructor’s approval, he/she may work independently while in 
the studio art class. The instructor reserves the right to remove any student from independent 
status if he/she is not maintaining a satisfactory level of achievement. 
Recommended Prerequisite for all art courses: “C” (76 percentile) average or higher in last art 
course, unless approved by the art instructor. 
 
Photography                      Grades 9-12                        1 Credit 

Photography is designed to introduce students to the basic rules of photographic 
composition, the principles of design, the elements of art, and the use and effects of lighting, 
color, and texture. Students will also learn about the history of photography and how to exhibit 
finished work. Students will complete strategically designed, planned instruction/assignments, 
which focus on skills that will assist students in planning a career in photography. Various 
computer programs will be introduced for computer editing and computer manipulation of 
photographs. Course emphasis will be on digital photography and the use of digital cameras. 
Ownership of a digital camera or portable electronic device with digital camera capabilities is 
required.   
 

Family and Consumer Science 
 
Balancing Work and Family           Grade 9           Required .25 Credits 
        This course is designed to prepare individuals and families to manage the challenges of 
living and working in a diverse and global society. Comprehensive classroom experiences will 
allow students to develop the knowledge and skills needed in making choices to meet their 
personal, family, and work responsibilities. 
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Family Living            Grades 9-12     1 Credit 
         In this course, areas of knowledge and basic life skills that students need as family 
members now and in the future will be studied.  This course will include a review of basic 
kitchen skills, meal management, and nutrition.  The management of resources such as time, 
financial, goal setting, decision making and relationships will also be explored. Students will be 
challenged to develop the knowledge and skills needed to make wise choices to meet personal, 
family, and work responsibilities. 
 
Culinary Essentials  Grades 9-12 1 Credit 

This course is designed to make students aware of essential knowledge and skills that it takes to 
become a culinary professional.  Through this course, it is the first step to working in the culinary field.  
Successful chef and those working in the culinary field, must be able to do more than simply 
preparing delicious dishes. Students will gain skills in quality customer service, the role of food service 
management including laws and regulations, safety and sanitation, nutrition and menu planning, control 
costs, and cooking techniques in food preparation. 
 
Teaching Assistant*  Seniors Only 
Teaching Assistant (Full Year) ......................................................... 1.0 credit 
Teaching Assistant (Semester 1) ..................................................... 0.5 credits 
Teaching Assistant (Semester 2) ..................................................... 0.5 credits 

This class is designed for students who are interested in working with children, whether 
through education, childcare worker, higher education, or other related fields.  Students in this 
course may include helping the teacher prepare for class, peer teaching, and tutoring. Teaching 
assistantship courses are taken Pass/No-Pass.  

Student Expectations: Students must meet the following expectations to remain in the 
course: 1. Attend class daily and be a role model for other students, keeping all class grades to 
passing. 2. Complete the activities outlined by the teacher for that day. No student records are 
handled. 3. Remain in the teacher's classroom/lab unless directed otherwise by the teacher 4. 
Record a daily journal entry of tasks completed that day, leaving the journal with the teacher. 
Consequences for students not following expectations: If the student does not comply with these 
expectations, the teacher will discuss these expectations with the student and contact the 
student’s parents. Noncompliant students will be dropped from the course, receive a grade of F 
and lose the credit. The student cannot be reassigned as a teacher assistant that school year. 

Teacher Expectations: 1. Maintain daily attendance for the student 2. Enter Interim 
Progress Reports, Marking Period Grades, and Final Grades 3. Have assigned only one student 
per period; the building principal may approve exceptions 4. Supervise the student at all times 
during the assigned period 5. Not leave student in charge of the classroom 6. Check that the 
student is completing the required daily journal entries. 
*This course is only open to seniors not enrolled in a vocational school program. 
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Business Department 
 

Business Applications                  Grade 9-12                1 Credit 
This course will cover advanced areas of Word, Excel, Access, and PowerPoint using 

Office 2013.  Students should have good typing skills. Other business topics that will be 
introduced are accounting, business law, ethics, and career awareness and preparation. 
 
Personal Finance                          Grades 10 -12           1 Credit 

Understanding and managing personal finances are important to one’s future financial 
success. This class will present essential knowledge and skills to make informed decisions about 
real world financial issues. Topics covered in this class include: career decisions and future 
goals, money management, financial security, credit management, resource management (ex. 
renting vs. buying a home), risk management (insurance), consumer rights and responsibilities, 
family decisions, and retirement and estate planning. 
 
Accounting I                                          Grade 10-12          1 Credit 

This course is designed to assist students interested in pursuing a business career or in 
managing and operating a business of their own.  All students will develop a basic understanding 
of the accounting principles needed in keeping a set of financial records for their own use or for a 
small business.  Students will learn to correctly fill out various accounting forms, including 
journals, ledgers, worksheets and tax records.  Correct use of the calculator, good work habits 
and accounting-oriented vocabularies are also emphasized. 
 
Accounting II                                           Grade 10-12          1 Credit 

Students will develop a more thorough comprehension of basic accounting principles. 
 Students will apply that knowledge to more advanced accounting procedures, with emphasis on 
special journal preparation, depreciation, inventory control, budgets, payroll taxes and 
departmentalized accounting. 
Prerequisite:  Accounting I 
 
Business Law Grades 10-12 1 Credit 

This course will provide students with an overview of our legal system including laws 
and regulations that affect businesses, families, and individuals. Knowledge of business law is 
useful because all students are citizens and will become consumers and workers in our society. 
Some of the topics that will be discussed are laws related to ethics, contracts, consumer 
protection, marriage and divorce, property, insurance, wills and estates, and employment.   
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Health and Physical Education Department 
 
Health                             Grades 10-12                                .5  Credit 

This course provides experience and instruction for students that will help them develop 
acceptable health practices, scientific and wholesome attitudes and the understanding of sound 
health principles. 
 
Physical Education             Grades 9-12                        .25  or .5 Credit 

The physical education classes provide experience that will aid the student in physical, 
mental, and social development. Instruction is given in basic skills and knowledge of various 
games and physical activities. These activities include traditional sports such as frisbee, 
volleyball, and basketball, as well as lifetime activities, such as golf. The students are then given 
a chance to develop skills and to use their knowledge by active participation in the activity.   

 
 
*Students wishing to take an elective semester PE must maintain a 100% participation grade in 
previous PE classes.  
 
Independent Physical Education         Grades 9-12 

 
Independent PE has been updated to a more beneficial and accountable course.  Students 

who are approved* to take the course (spring of previous school year) will use the Canvas 
platform to complete the requirements for the course.  This year, students will have the 
opportunity to select a unit that is taught in school, to take independently through Canvas.  This 
course will be both knowledge and skill based.  Upon successful completion of one unit, students 
will then select another unit to complete independently until they have satisfied that minimum 
PE requirements for that year.   

The breakdown is: 
2 Varsity sports = .5 credits 
1 Varsity sport & 1 Canvas course = .5 credit 
2 Canvas courses = .5 credits  

For the successful completion of a varsity season, athletes will receive .25 credits. 
 
*Approval is based upon fitness level and scheduling conflicts 
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English Department 
Scheduling Note: Students who plan to play sports in college should stick to courses that are 
college prep, AP, or dual enrollment college courses. Other courses may count as electives but 
should not be taken as your primary English. Students without enough college prep courses may 
be ineligible to play at the college level. 
 
College Prep English 9 Grade 9 1 Credit 

Ninth grade academic English is a rigorous preparation for the college-bound student. It 
consists of five major segments including literature and reading, writing, speaking, grammar, and 
vocabulary study. The most important segment of the ninth grade English curriculum is reading 
and learning more about literature. All ninth graders read major works by popular authors 
such as, William Shakespeare’s tragedy, Romeo and Juliet, and a selection of short fiction. 
Students learn a selection of literary terminology they will be using in their future years as 
academic high school students and as college students.  Writing is a very important aspect of 
ninth grade English. Writing assignments enable the instructor to provide a prescriptive grammar 
particularly geared to a student’s individual weaknesses. Ninth graders write short responses to 
prompts and much longer essay exams as well as several creative writing assignments. Peer 
review of writing using the Keystone writing domains takes place at least four times each year. 
Speaking is also very important in ninth grade English. Students prepare a sonnet as an oral 
presentation, and students also give book talks or multimedia presentations. Ninth grade 
grammar study is intensive in the identification and use of all types of phrases and clauses, their 
punctuation and their placement. Usage of personal pronouns and verbs is studied as well as 
agreement and confusing word pairs. Grammar study involves about one-fourth of the academic 
student’s English classes. Recommended Prerequisite: Grade of B or above in English 8 or an A 
in English 8th. Anything below the average requires a teacher’s recommendation. 
 
English 9 Grade 9 1 Credit 

English 9 is designed for the student who either plans to attend a two-year or vocational 
school or to enter the workforce following graduation. Like ninth grade academic English, 
English 9 consists of five major segments including literature and reading, writing, speaking, 
grammar, and vocabulary study. The most important segment of the ninth grade English 
curriculum is reading and learning more about literature. All ninth graders read a slave 
narrative as well as, William Shakespeare’s tragedy, Romeo and Juliet, and a selection of short 
fiction. Applied English students are encouraged to read independently.  Writing is a very 
important aspect of all ninth grade English classes. Writing assignments enable the instructor to 
provide a prescriptive grammar particularly geared to a student’s individual weaknesses. Ninth 
graders write short responses to prompts and much longer essay exams as well as several 
creative writing assignments. Peer review of writing using the Keystone writing domains takes 
place at least four times each year. Speaking is also very important in ninth grade English. 
Students in Applied English 9 give book talks. Grammar study focuses on standard usage.  
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College Prep (CP) English 10 Grade 10 1 Credit 
This course is for college-bound students and those who enjoy literature. Students will 

develop their skills as readers of a variety of texts including digital media. Using a 
reading-writing workshop, students will analyze texts from around the world that relate to topical 
themes. Text could include Haroun and the Sea of Stories, The Epic of Gilgamesh, Antigone, 
Night, A Long Way Gone, The Hate U Give, All-American Boys, Monster and To Kill A 
Mockingbird. Students are also expected to choose their own texts for independent reading and 
read at least 2.5 hours per week. In addition, students will study writing, including essay 
structures and discussion posts. Students should expect to write one brief essay per week with 
longer essays and projects assigned throughout the year. Summer preparation: Students should 
either read The Wizard of Oz or watch the movie. 
Recommended Prerequisite: B+ or above in Academic English 9 and or Teacher 
recommendation. 
 
English 10 Grade 10 1 Credit 

The goal of English 10 is the development of a student’s ability to directly enter the 
workforce or a two or four year college. All individuals need to possess the basic life skills – 
reading, writing, and speaking. To that end, one novel per marking period will be read.  Essays 
evolving from the reading material will be written, and oral presentations will be given 
throughout the year. 
 
Grammar – Studies of sentence base, phrases, clauses, sentence types and punctuation skills. 

A short research paper that involves library research will be completed. 
 
A short research paper that involves library research will be completed. 
 
College Prep (CP) English 11: American Literature Grade 11 1 Credit 

College Prep  English 11 is devoted to the development and improvement of reading and 
writing skills for the college-bound student. Specifically, students will become skilled readers of 
American prose and poetry written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts. 
Students will also work to become skilled writers by composing writings for a variety of purposes. 
This course is specifically designed to prepare students for postsecondary education. This will 
include independent reading, seminar discussions, significant amounts of writing, and analysis of 
various material. This course is rigorous and requires hard work and dedication.  
 

Novels – Students will read three novels, predominantly outside of class. The novels 
encompass a general survey of American Literature from the Pre- Colonial Period, the 
Romantic Period, the Civil-War Period, and the Modern Period. These novels  include: 
The Crucible (4 Act Play) by Arthur Miller, The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, and 
In Cold Blood by Truman Capote. 
 
Poetry Unit- Students will read poetry from the different literary movements starting in  
the Colonial time period and ending in the present day. 
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Composition- Persuasive, informative, compare and contrast, and narrative essays will  
be reviewed and written. Students will also be required to job-shadow and write a  
career research paper. 
 
Speech- There will be a unit on public speaking. ALL students will be required to give a  
persuasive, informative, and demonstrative speech.  

 
Election of the aforementioned course includes a Summer Reading Assignment. Students 

will be required to read two novels: one assigned (In Cold Blood) and one of choice. The 
assigned novel will have a project-based assessment due the first day of school, and the novel of 
choice will culminate in a group presentation during the first week of school. Failure to complete 
the assigned readings subsequent assignments will result in a "0" for the assignment, and could 
result in an incomplete for the marking period. Students who elect to take this course do so with 
the knowledge that this is a College Preparatory class, which requires a College mindset and 
work ethic.  
 
**Independent reading is expected. 
**Recommended Prerequisite: B or above in English 10 
 
English 11: American Literature Grade 11 1 Credit 

English 11 is devoted to the development and improvement of reading and writing skills 
necessary for modern communication. Specifically, students will become skilled readers of American 
prose and poetry written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts. Students will 
also work to become skilled writers by composing writings for a variety of purposes. In addition, the 
goal is to prepare the student for entering the workforce or for a two to four year college degree. 
The job market of the future is an ever-changing place, and the student must not only be able to 
keep up with technological advances, but also be able to speak, read, write, and listen effectively 
to obtain and keep a good paying job or procure an associate’s degree.  
 
Emphasis will be placed upon reading independently and writing. Job related skills will 
also be a part of the course. The course will include- 
 

Novels-Students will read three novels, predominantly inside of class. The novels 
encompass a general survey of American Literature from the Pre- Colonial Period, the 
Romantic Period, the Civil-War Period, and the Modern Period. These novels  include: 
The Crucible (4 Act Play) by Arthur Miller, The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, and 
The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Album.. 

 
Poetry Unit- Students will read poetry from the different literary movements starting in  
the Colonial time period and ending in the present day. 
 
Composition- Informative, compare and contrast, and narrative essays will be reviewed  
and written. Students will also be required to job-shadow and write a career research  
paper. 
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Speech- There will be a unit on public speaking. ALL students will be required to give a 
persuasive, informative, and demonstrative speech.  

 
 
College Prep (CP) English 12: British Literature Grade 12 1 Credit 

This course is for college-bound students or for the student who enjoys literature. This is 
a survey course of British Literature. Units will cover Old English, Middle English, 
Shakespearean, and modern dystopian novels. In addition, students are expected to choose their 
own texts for independent reading and read at least 2.5 hours per week. Students will also study 
writing, including essay structures and discussion posts. Students should expect to write one 
brief essay per week with longer essays and projects assigned throughout the year. Students will 
complete two graduation requirements in this course: the senior portfolio and the senior project. 
 

Election of the aforementioned course includes a Summer Reading Assignment. Students 
will be required to read two novels: one assigned (Frankenstein) and one of the choices. The 
assigned novel will have a project-based assessment due the first day of school, and the novel of 
choice will culminate in a group presentation during the first week of school. Failure to complete 
the assigned readings subsequent assignments will result in a "0" for the assignment, and could 
result in an incomplete for the marking period. Students who elect to take this course do so with 
the knowledge that this is a College Preparatory class, which requires a College mindset and 
work ethic.  

Novels – Students will read three novels, predominantly outside of class.  These novels 
include: Macbeth  (5 Act Play) by William Shakespeare,  Beowulf  by Anonymous, and 
Lord of the Flies by William Golding. 

 
Recommended Prerequisite: B average or above in Academic English 11 
 
English 12: Business English Grade 12 1 Credit  

This course focuses on technical reading and writing skills for the workplace and family 
life. In addition, students are also expected to choose their own texts for independent reading and 
read at least 2.5 hours per week. Students will also study writing, including essay structures and 
editing. Students should expect to write two one-page essays per month with longer essays and 
projects assigned throughout the year. Students will complete the senior portfolio which is a 
graduation requirement in this course. 
 
Vocabulary Grades 10-12 0.5 
Credits 

In this half-year course, students will learn about vocabulary through word parts. These 
patterns inform meaning, spelling, and new word construction. Students who are interested in 
improving reading, spelling, and SAT scores should consider taking this course. In addition, 
students are expected to choose their own texts for independent reading and read at least 2.5 
hours per week.  
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Grammar Grades 10-12 0.5 Credits 

The focus of this half-year course is understanding the sentence patterns and punctuation 
that make up our language. After a review of the basics, students will learn about topics not 
typically covered in other English classes, including all comma rules, semicolons, colons, 
dashes, hyphens, all verb forms, all clauses, gerund phrases, and participial phrases. Students 
who plan to enroll in college should consider this course. An emphasis will be placed on 
academic writing. In addition, students are expected to choose their own texts for independent 
reading and read at least 2.5 hours per week. 
 
AP English Literature and Composition Grades 11 & 12 1 Credit 

AP English Literature and Composition is an introductory college-level literary analysis 
course. The focus is on fiction and poetry. Students will cultivate their understanding of literature 
through reading and analyzing texts as they explore concepts like character, setting, structure, 
perspective, figurative language, and literary analysis in the context of literary works. This is a 
writing and reading-intensive course. It is recommended that students have a daily study hall or 
to limit the number of hours they work outside of school hours. Students should expect summer 
assignments to review basic writing skills and include reading. At the end of the year, students 
are expected to take the AP Literature exam, which may make them eligible for college credit. 
 
AP English Language & Composition Grades 11 & 12 1 Credit 

This course requires students to become skilled readers and writers with a focus on prose 
and rhetoric (nonfiction argument and persuasion). Students will learn about how phrasing 
affects its appeal and interpretation. Students will research and debate current issues to learn how 
to enter consequential conversations as an informed citizen. Students should expect to write an 
essay weekly and to be assigned lengthy readings that will be read outside of class. It is 
recommended that students have a daily study hall or to limit the number of hours they work 
outside of school hours. Students should expect summer assignments to review basic writing 
skills and include reading. At the end of the year, students are expected to take the AP Language 
exam, which may make them eligible for college credit.  

 
Independent Senior Graduation Requirements Grade 12 No Credit 

Seniors who have earned four English credits without taking College Prep English 12, 
can complete the senior portfolio independently. Directions and assignments will be posted in 
Canvas for students to complete at their own pace throughout the fall of their senior year. 
Students will receive feedback on drafts until the pieces are approved.  

 
 
Film & Literature Grades 11-12 0.5 Credits 

The focus of this half-year course is to compare how story is built in text and film in 
several genres from different time periods. We will read novels, short stories and/or plays that 
have been adapted for film. Students will create videos, write scripts, and write film reviews. In 
addition, students are expected to choose their own texts for independent reading and read at 
least 2.5 hours per week. 
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War & Literature Grades 11-12 0.5 Credits 

Students will study themes and writing styles of short stories, poems, novels, essays, and 
nonfiction texts around the topic of war. Students will write regular essays about current events 
in addition to projects and writing assignments that support the literature they study. Students are 
expected to choose their own war-themed texts for independent reading and read at least 2.5 
hours per week. 
 
Literature In the Wild Grades 11-12 0.5 Credits 

Students will study themes and writing styles of short stories, poems, novels, essays, and 
nonfiction texts around the topic of survival and nature. Students will write regular essays about 
current events or their independent reading in addition to projects and writing assignments that 
support the literature they study. Students are expected to choose their own nature-themed texts 
for independent reading and read at least 2.5 hours per week. 

 
Sports Literature Grades 11-12 0.5 Credits 

Students will study biographies, nonfiction, and fiction through sports. Students should 
expect to write an essay two or three times per month about a current events sports article. 
Students will also be expected to attend at least McConnellsburg High School sporting events 
and write sample news articles for them. In addition, students are expected to choose their own 
sports-themed texts for independent reading and read at least 2.5 hours per week. 

Novel- Bleachers by John Grisham 
 
Introduction to Drama & Shakespeare Grades 11-12 0.5 Credits 

Students will study various aspects of theater including the relationship between theater 
and society, dramatic structure, acting, stage movement, costume design, lighting, and stage 
directions. Students will also be exposed to the crafts of theater artists such as directors, 
designers, playwrights, and actors through analysis of video performance. Students will also 
work with a Shakespearean play. Students will engage in discussions and performance activities. 
 
Creative Writing Grades 11-12 0.5 Credits 

This course is designed to guide students in creative writing through experience in 
genres: short story, poetry, and creative nonfiction. The course includes analysis of literary 
genres, including reading, and discussing various authors. Students will utilize the 5 steps of the 
writing process to construct a minimum of one piece of creative writing, weekly.  

 
Video Production Grades 10-12 0.5 elective Credits 

Students will learn to build videos in this half-year course. Students can take this course 
multiple times for an additional half credit each semester. Students first learn about camera 
angles and basic editing in Premiere and WeVideo. All students will help to produce the morning 
announcements daily. In addition, students will participate in video contests, build 
documentaries, learn interview techniques, study video journalism, and create stop motion 
videos. Some students will work with the other Adobe suite programs to enhance their video 
creations. Credits for this course do not count toward the required four English courses.  
16 
 



Foreign Language Department 
 

Spanish I                                  Grades 9-12                                  1 Credit 
Spanish I emphasizes pronunciation and grammar patterns. The students acquire a basic            

vocabulary and knowledge of present tense verbs. Through song, lectures and readings, the             
students are exposed to the culture of Spanish speaking countries. 
Recommended Prerequisite: “C“or better in English. 
 
Spanish II                           Grades 10-12                                1 Credit 

Students in Spanish II will continue their studies from Spanish I of present tense verbs,               
various grammatical aspects and Spanish/Hispanic cultural notes, as well as, be introduced to             
irregular present and past (preterite/Imperfect) verb tenses, Pronunciation, enunciation, and          
conversational skills will be stressed and refined through oral exercises on a daily basis. 
Recommended Prerequisite: “C” or better in Spanish I. 
 
Spanish III                                   Grades 11-12                                1 Credit 

Those students taking Spanish III will continue their studies of various grammatical            
aspects and different tenses of verbs such as the progressive and subjective tenses. The class will                
also deal more extensively with the cultural aspects of Spanish speaking countries. Students will              
also be expected to be able to carry on a discussion or a conversation in Spanish regularly. 
Recommended Prerequisite: “C” or better in Spanish II. 
 
Spanish IV                                   Grade 12                                      1 Credit 

Spanish IV will be a continuation of studies with an emphasis on more complex verb and                
sentence structure. Students will also begin a study of Hispanic literature, which requires they              
read various titles by famous authors of different time periods. 
Recommended Prerequisite: “C” or better in Spanish III. 
 

Math Department 
 
Algebra I A and Algebra I B  Grade 9 - 10 1 Credit each 

This two-part course is designed to meet the needs of students who took Algebra in 8th 
grade. These topics are covered: Equations and Problems; Polynomials; Factoring; Fractions; 
Functions; Relations and Graphs; Rational and Irrational Numbers; and Radical Expressions. 
Students should have high motivation, study skills, and work habits.  

**The first course Algebra IA is taught in 9th grade, and the second course Algebra IB is 
covered in 10th grade.   
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Algebra 1 Grade 9 1 Credit 
This course provides a solid foundation in algebraic concepts. Topics covered include the 

properties of the real number system, solving and graphing linear equations and inequalities, 
simplifying polynomials, and quadratic functions. Students use linear and quadratic functions to 
model real-world situations. A scientific calculator is required. Students enrolled in Algebra 1 
will take the Algebra 1 Keystone Exam.  
 
Algebraic Concepts Grades 9 – 11 1 Credit 

This required class is designed as a refresher course for students who did not pass the 
Algebra Keystone Exam.  It is a step between Algebra and Algebra II and/or Geometry.  
 
Geometry Grades 10-11 1 Credit 

This course is designed for the non-academic student. Concepts covered will include: 
points, lines, angles, parallel and perpendicular lines, triangles, polygons, quadrilaterals, circles, 
areas and volumes, right triangle trigonometry, and coordinate geometry. 

Suggested Prerequisites: Algebra 1 and score Proficient or Advanced on the Algebra I 
Keystone Exam 
 
Academic Geometry Grades 9-11 1 Credit 

This course is designed to meet the needs of the tenth grade academic students. These 
topics are covered: Elements of Geometry, Induction and Deduction, Angle Relationships, 
Parallel Lines and Planes, Congruent Triangles and Coordinate Geometry. 

Recommendation Prerequisite: “C” grade (76% or higher) in Algebra I and score 
Proficient or Advanced on the Algebra I Keystone Exam or “C” grade in Algebra II. 
 
Algebra II Grades 10-12 1 Credit 

Included in this course is a review of concepts presented in Algebra I along with the 
study of linear, quadratic and higher degree equations, matrices, logarithms, conics, and 
probability and statistics. 

Prerequisite: “C-“average or better in Geometry or Algebra I 
 
Advanced Algebra Grades 11-12 1 Credit 

Advanced Algebra is an extension of Algebra 1. Concepts covered will include: 
factoring, scientific notation, solving problems with powers and roots, solving problems that 
involve equations, statistics, probability, and right-triangle relationships. Emphasis is based on 
applications rather than theory. 

Recommended Prerequisite: Algebra 1 and Geometry. 
 

Algebra III/Trigonometry Grade 12 1 Credit 
A comprehensive course covering algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and precision 

measurement. Applications will be made to realistic practice problems; which are geared to 
student’s occupational interests. Occupations covered would include machinist, banker, welder, 
mason, drafter, sheet metal technician, carpenter, nurse, architect, and plumber. 
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Pre-Calculus/Trigonometry Grade 11 & 12 1 Credit 

This course includes a review of trigonometric functions and their various relationships, 
along with an in depth study of the polynomial function, limits, trigonometric functions, 
exponential and logarithmic functions, and an introduction to calculus. 

Recommended Prerequisite: C- or better average in Algebra II. 
 
Business Mathematics Grade 12** 1 Credit 

Business math is divided into two sections. The first section explores math used in your 
personal life with topics including: payroll, checking and savings accounts, loans, and insurance. 
The second section explores various departments in a manufacturing business. Each department 
will be discussed with emphasis on the mathematics used by employees in that department.  
**Grade 11 must have written permission from your current math teacher 
 
College Prep Mathematics Grade 12**  1 Credit 
College Prep Mathematics is a course designed to prepare you for first year mathematics in 
college. This course will be broken into four sections: (a) College Algebra, (b) Trigonometry, (c) 
Introduction to Calculus, and (d) Data Analysis and Statistics. This course is recommended for 
anyone that is planning on continuing their education after graduation. This course includes a 
review of algebra and algebraic concepts, review and application of trigonometric functions, 
derivatives, rates of changes, optimization, and an entire module on data analysis and statistics, 
including creation, analysis, interpretation, and presentation of data and statistical concepts. 
Material will be presented and assessed in various ways, including projects, presentations, 
real-life applications, and traditional methods. 
  
Recommended Prerequisite: C or better in previous mathematics courses.  
**Grade 11 must have written permission from your current math teacher 
 
AP Calculus Grade 12 1 Credit 

AP CALCULUS is a full-year college-level introductory course in calculus. The topics 
covered prepare students who have already studied college-preparatory mathematics (algebra I, 
plane geometry, algebra II, and trigonometry) to perform acceptably on college-level calculus 
tests, such as the AP Calculus AB exam given by The College Board and College level 
Equivalency Program (CLEP) exam in calculus. Students taking this course may take the AP 
exam. 
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Music Department 
 

Band Grades 9-12 .6 Credit 
Band includes the study and performance of wind and percussion music of various styles 

in both marching and concert situations. The marching band is active in the fall, spring, and 
summer, participating in various area parades. Band students rehearse two or more periods per 
week. Other ensembles are afforded to students on an extracurricular basis as time and interest 
permit. Participation in these extra-curricular ensembles is available to all students (enrolled or 
not); however, students who wish to be eligible for county band, district band, or other honors 
bands MUST be enrolled in this course.  

Prerequisite: Students should be prior members of the middle school band to take this 
course; however, other students may be admitted at the discretion of the band director. 
 
Chorus Grades 9-12 .4 Credit 

Senior chorus includes the study and performance of 2, 3 and 4 part music of various 
styles. The chorus presents two major concerts, one during the Christmas season and the other in 
the spring. Chorus rehearses two or more periods per week with individual instruction as time 
and interest permits. 
 
Band / Chorus Grades 9-12 1 Credit 

This course is the combination of the band .6 credits and chorus .4 credit courses 
described on this page. 

 
Science Department 

 
Required Courses: 

 
Earth & Space Science Grade 9 1 Credit 

Earth Science is a diverse study of our earth, solar system, and the greater universe. 
Students will study the structure of the earth, its minerals and rocks, and the forces that build up 
and breakdown our planet. The atmosphere, its gases and many aspects of meteorology will be 
examined.  Our solar system and star dynamics will be investigated. Demonstrations and student 
activities will be used to illustrate the concepts. 

*Notebooks are required 
 
Biology Grade 10 1 Credit 

Topics covered in biology include: ecology/biogeography, life molecules, cell biology, 
cell energy and dynamics, genetics, also an overview of the characteristics of the six (6) major 
kingdoms. Some laboratory participation is required as well as a notebook. 
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Science Electives: 
 
Biologic Concepts Grade 10 & 11 1 Credit 

This required course is designed as a refresher course for students who do not pass the 
Biology Keystone Exam. It is a step between Biology and Advanced Biology.  
 
Chemistry Grades 10-12 1 Credit 

The course is presented to give students an understanding and appreciation of chemistry 
as related to life. Chemical concepts and principles are designed to give students a solid 
foundation in chemistry. Topics covered include the study of matter and its changes, chemical 
concepts and principles, atomic theory, periodic trends, bonding, gas laws, chemical reactions 
and stoichiometry. Laboratory work is an integral part of this course. 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra I and a B or higher in Biology 
 

Required: Completion of pre-course summer assignment reviewing math skills and 
matter with an introduction to significant digits using Canvas, scientific calculator, notebook 
 
Biology II Grades 11-12 1 Credit 

Biology II is a weighted course that deals with the more technical aspects of biology. It is 
designed for students who plan to major in science.  Topics covered include: botany, 
biotechnology, cell dynamics, evolution, zoology, and a review of general biological concepts. 
An emphasis will be placed on environmental themes where possible. There are labs associated 
with biotechnology and zoology (comparative anatomical dissections). 

Prerequisite: B or higher in Biology 
 
Physics Grades 12 1 Credit 

This course presents the basic physics concepts and principles that will form a foundation 
for most studies of science and technology. Concepts are developed clearly and logically with 
applications from everyday experiences. There is extensive problem solving using algebra, 
trigonometry and graphing. Inquiry-based laboratory work and use of technology for data 
collection are integral components of this course. 

Prerequisite: Pre-calculus recommended 
 
Environment and Ecology  Grades 10 - 12 1 Credit 

This class will address environmental issues that are affecting the planet.  Such topics 
include global warming, renewable and nonrenewable resource use, watershed quality, and the 
human impact on ecosystems.  Students will develop a good understanding of these issues and be 
able to make informed decisions on these issues in the future.  A large portion of this class will 
be project based. 
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Advanced Earth and Space Science Grade 12 1 Credit 
This class is for individuals who will be pursuing science in college (especially any Earth 

science subject).  The class will be viewed as an extension of 9th grade Earth/Space science.  We 
will be looking into Earth’s processes in much more detail, as well as expanding on prior 
concepts covered in Earth/Space science class.  Some sections covered will include:  mapping, 
advanced geological concepts, and astronomy.  This class will require a fundamental background 
in algebra, as many sections we cover are math-based. 
 
It is strongly encouraged to have a “B” or better in Earth/Space science and Algebra. 
 
Advanced Placement Chemistry  Grades 11-12  2 Credits 

The AP Chemistry course is designed to be the equivalent of a chemistry course taken 
during the first college year. The AP course curriculum is driven by the College Board and 
successful completion carries more weight on college applications than other honors or advanced 
courses due the standardization of course content and testing across districts. Since passing the 
AP exam may qualify the student to bypass a first-year college chemistry course, AP Chemistry 
should not be considered "college prep".  Rather, consider this a college class, with college level 
expectations for behavior, participation and effort. This course is highly recommended for 
students who will have Chemistry as a required course in their college program. 

The AP course will utilize the first year chemistry course content as a foundation for 
advanced discussion of the following topics: atomic structure, bonding, stoichiometry, gases, 
equilibrium, thermodynamics, electrochemistry, acids & bases, nuclear chemistry, and organic 
chemistry. This course will meet 10 class periods per week in order to devote appropriate time to 
hands-on college level laboratory investigations, classroom demonstrations supplementing 
laboratory theme topics and adequate group problem solving sessions. The class utilizes a 
blended learning approach. Technology use is an integral part of this course. 
 
Prerequisite: A or B in Chemistry, Completion of Algebra II with an A or B 
Required: Completion of pre-course summer assignments 
 
Introduction to Organic Chemistry Grade 12 1 Credit 

This course is designed to be an introduction to a college level organic class. Review of 
bonding, acids and bases is included. Topics covered include: organic nomenclature, 
reactions/mechanisms involving alkanes, alkenes, alkynes & aromatics, isomers & 
stereochemistry, and other reactions involving various functional groups. A lab component 
includes an introduction to various laboratory techniques such as distillation, separation & 
crystallization techniques, extraction, and chromatography. The class utilizes a blended learning 
approach. Technology use is an integral part of this course.  

Prerequisite: Completion of Advanced Placement Chemistry 
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Social Studies Department 
 
American History I                      Grade 9                     1 Credit 

An overview of American history covering the time period from the early European 
explorers to the late 1800’s, the age of American Imperialism. A focus on who we are as 
Americans is presented. 
*Notebook required 
 
American History II               Grade 10 _                1 Credit 

This course covers American History from 1900 to today. It explores the political, 
economic and social movements of the U.S., as well as an in depth examination or our country’s 
involvement in foreign affairs. 
*Students must pass American History I before taking this course, unless there is written 
permission from the instructor. 
 
Government & Civics                  Grade 11                   1 Credit 

In Government & Civics students will examine the basic features of local, state, and 
national governments. An emphasis is placed on the democratic process and our individual role 
in that process. 
*Notebook required 
 
World Geography & Cultures      Grade 12                   1 Credit 

This course provides students with a background of the history, culture, and geography of 
countries from around the world. It will focus on leading world powers however; other countries 
will be highlighted. Students will also take an in-depth look as to how geography has impacted 
historical events and shaped the cultures that we know today.  
*Notebook required. This course is limited to seniors. 

 
Social Studies Electives: 

 

AP US History          Teacher Approval Required       1 Credit 
This class is an intensive look into America’s past beginning prior to the arrival of the 

Europeans and continuing to the present.  A summer reading assignment is included as well as 
other supplemental reading assignments.  There are numerous writing assignments designed to 
encourage the analysis of historical events and processes.  The AP US History Exam is required 
upon completion of the course and a passing grade may be considered college credit. 
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Foundations of Freedom        Grades 9-12                            .6 Credit 
Students will explore the stories behind (and content of) select historical documents in 

order to trace the development of American liberty and the protection of Natural Rights.  They 
will start in England, continue to the American colonies, and proceed to the Constitution.  An 
in-depth study of principles that may have inspired the Constitution will be presented.  Current 
events will also be analyzed in present-day and historical contexts.  This class meets 3 days per 
week. 

 
 

Spartan Virtual Academy: 

In addition to the courses presented in this Course Selection Guide, students can also take 
classes online through at least two different online providers.  Students must demonstrate a 
legitimate need for online coursework, and their enrollment in courses must be approved by the 
Principal. For more details, see the SVA Coordinator, Mr. Mason or the High School Counselor, 
Mrs. McMullen.  
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Central Fulton School District Graduation Requirements 

 
Minimum of 24 Credits  
(All classes must be successfully completed with a passing grade) 

 
- 4.0 Credits of English 
  
- 4.0 Credits of Social Studies 

Including American History I, American History II, Government and Civics, 
and World Geography & Cultures or AP US History  

 
- 4.0 Credits of Math 
 
- 4.0 Credits of Science 
     Including Earth Science, Biology, plus 2 Science electives 
 
-    Minimum 1.5 credits (4 classes) of Physical Education 
 
- Minimum 0.5 Credits of Health 
 
- 6.5 Additional credits from among those approved for credit toward graduation 
 
- 24 Hours of Community Service due by the end of February of senior year 

 
- Senior Portfolio due by the end of the 1st semester of senior year  
 
-    Junior career paper due by the end of the junior year 
 
- Students must attain at least a proficient level on the Keystone Exams in 

English Literature, Algebra I, and Biology (starting with the Class of 2022) 
assessments in order to graduate.  

 
 

Credits: 
Pass 8th grade = promotion to 9th grade 

Pass 6.0 credits = 10th grade 
Pass 12.0 credits = 11th grade 
Pass 18.0 credits = 12th grade 

Pass 24 credits and all required courses = Graduation from MHS 
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